
 

 

“The Vineyard is the 

Primary Determinant 

of Wine Quality.” 

    -Bill Hill 

Quality Focus 

 Best practices in wine-

making, such as hand-

sorting of individual 

berries(pictured left) 

 State-of-the-art vine-

yard design, including 

high density plantings,  

top clonal selection, 

sustainable farming 
practices 

The Wines of Bill Hill 
 

Bill Hill has a long time appreciation of farming and a connection to the 

land that has inspired his commitment to growing fine wine.   He has 

been recognized by Wine Spectator as one of the “50 wine produc-

ers in the world who innovated, perfected and led the internation-

al campaign for higher quality wine”. In his career, he has devel-

oped over 40 American “Grand-Cru” quality vineyards, stretching from 

Santa Barbara to Washington State, perhaps the most of any develop-

er in the United States.  He was also the founder of William Hill Winery 

and Van Duzer winery.  In 2007 he launched Prime Solum and Ex-

pression 38° to produce small quantities of excellent wine from 

great vineyards, many of which he designed and developed. 

Prime Solum → Napa Cabernet Sauvignon 

Prime Solum is Bill’s Napa Cabernet.  Inspired by vernacular from Soil 

Science and Climatology), Prime Solum means “an ideal place to grow 

something”, in this case, prime Napa Cabernet Sauvignon!  

Expression → Pinot Noir and Chardonnay 

Expression is Bill’s Pinot Noir and Chardonnay project from vineyards 

he designed in the best cool-climate latitudes on the West Coast. 

  



Bill Hill Design—                 
State-of-the-art Vineyards 
Bill Hill designed vineyards have been producing some 

of the West Coast’s finest Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot 

Noir, and Chardonnay for many years – many producers 

(see a small sampling below) have been making great 

wines from Bill Hill designed vineyards that are regarded 

as Modern Classics.   

The Next 
Generation 

Elana Hill 

Bill’s daughter Elana is in-

creasingly joining Bill in be-

coming the outward face of 

Prime Solum and Expres-

sion wines.   

Raised on the vineyard, the 

next generation at Prime 

Solum has taken after her 

father, with a love and focus 

on work in the vineyard and 

an understanding of the 

vineyard as the primary de-

terminant of wine quality. 

Bill getting a deep look at soil and root structure on Brokenrock Ranch 

  

Two generations pruning! 



Prime Solum 

An Expression of Place 

Wine quality is determined primarily by the Vineyard. The finest 
wines in the world all come from very special sites.  Brokenrock is 
just such a marriage of climates and soils.  Prime Solum makes 
distinctive wines of place, to be savored and enjoyed, not stored 
like trophies.  Prime Solum literally means “the best place to grow 
something”, and in this case, it is world-class Cabernet Sauvignon 
from Brokenrock. 

Prime Solum “Napa Valley”  

Prime Solum Napa Valley is a blend from carefully selected vine-
yards in the Napa valley Appellation.  The same skills that guide 
Bill and our team in developing great vineyards, help us find the 
best among vineyards planted by others.  From these carefully se-
lected vineyards we make wine of distinction that are true to the 
best character of Napa Valley. 

Critical Acclaim 

While, we do not believe in making wine for critics, we do appreci-
ate it when they agree with us... 

2009→ 92 Wine Enthusiast 

2010→ 95 Wine Enthusiast 

2011→ 93 Wine Enthusiast 

2012→ 92-95 Robert Parker 

2013→ 94 Robert Parker 

The Artwork 
of Prime   
Solum 

Each new vintage 

brings new inspira-

tion! 

Elana Hill creates that art-

work each year for Prime 

Solum.  Each year, like each 

vintage, is a new rendition. 

  



Expression 38° -  39° 

Latitude Designated Pinot Noir 

Most of the greatest red wines made come from either Cabernet 
Sauvignon or Pinot Noir.  Most wine lovers love them both.  Bill 
founded Expression in order to showcase the impressive and dis-
tinct styles of Pinot Noir that can be grown on the Pacific Coast.  
The wines are designated by the latitude of the vineyard.  In the 
case of our appellation wines, the 39° indicates Anderson Valley in 
Mendocino and the 38° mark is for our Russian River and Sonoma 
Coast Pinot. 

From the top 
Pinot Noir 
Vineyards on 
the West 
Coast 
Bill Hill has designed some 

of the most highly regarded 

Pinot Noir and Chardonnay 

Vineyards on the West 

Coast, including properties 

such as Gap’s Crown, Sun 

Chase and Goldrock Ridge 

on the Sonoma Coast; 

Rita’s Crown and 

Salsipuedes in the Santa 

Rita Hills of Santa Barbara, 

Anahalla and Anderson 

Creek in Anderson Valley; 

and Zena Crown, Grand 

Moraine, Willakia, and Ro-

serock in Oregon.   

The ability to create a world 

class vineyard is primarily 

about identifying the perfect 

conditions for winegrowing 

and this is the same exper-

tise that has allowed Bill to 

identify the best vineyards 

we source for in our appella-

tion series wines. 

  

Chardonnay from Russian River 
Far more great white wines are made of Chardonnay than any oth-
er variety.  Where great Pinot Noir thrives, great Chardonnay can 
be  also be grown.  Bill and Patrick aspire to make a cool-climate, 
varietal driven Chardonnay that is crisp and refreshing, not flabby 
and cloying. Our Russian Camp Chardonnay offers just such an 
elevating experience. 

Critical Acclaim 

2014 Expression 38° Russian Camp PN → 92 Wine Spectator 

2014 Expression 39° Anderson Valley PN → 92 Wine Enthusiast 

 



 

Bill conducts a tasting of 2013 Cabernet from Brokenrock with Kevin & Patrick 

People 
Bill Hill, Winegrower 

Bill Hill was born and raised in Oklahoma.  In 1974, this 

aspiring winegrower moved to Napa to develop his first 

vineyard.  Over the next 39 years, by collaborating with 

and learning from many of the brightest  thinkers in viti-

culture and enology, Bill created methodologies for the 

identification of ideal climates and soils, and for the design 

of state- of-the-art vineyards. 

Utilizing these lessons and methods, Bill and designed and 

developed dozens of prime vineyards up and down the 

coasts of California, Oregon and Washington.  Perhaps the 

strongest testimony as to the quality of these vineyards is 

drawn from the list of fine wine makers who have sourced 

fruit from vineyards designed by Bill. 

While creating this vineyard legacy over 39 years, Bill 

found time to create a few wine brands to include William 

Hill Winery, and his current projects of Expression and 

Prime Solum (Napa Valley).   

Bill lives on Brokenrock Vineyard in Napa Valley with his 

wife Tina and their dog, Cella. 

  

 

“Focus on the 

People.” 

    -Bill Hill 



 

 

Patrick Mahaney, Winemaker 

Patrick had a 24 year career at Robert Mondavi Winery, where he 

was Vice President of Global Wine Quality. In that role he had wide 

purview over all of Mondavi’s winemaking operations.  Mr. Ma-

haney graduated from University of California, Davis with a BS in 

Biochemistry.  

Bill has a deep respect for Patrick’s work and has long considered 

him one of the most knowledgeable and skilled winemakers work-

ing today.  Together Patrick and Bill make up the winemaking team 

for Prime Solum and Expression. 

 

Kevin O’Brien, General Manager 

Kevin is an avid oenophile and a Wine and Spirits Educational 

Trust  (WSET) Diploma holder.  

Before joining Bill to start up the brands of Expression and Prime 

Solum, Kevin’s worked with the Diageo Chateau and Estates Wine 

Group in Napa CA and also was in charge of marketing Guinness 

beer in Japan.  In addition to his wine certifications, Kevin holds an 

MBA from the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth and a BA in 

Economics from UCLA. 

 

Elana Hill, Co-Proprietor, Vineyard Manager 

Elana Hill, a professional artist and winegrower, is the daughter of 

Bill (William) Hill and a Napa native.  After completing high school 

in Napa, Elana moved to Santa Cruz, San Francisco and eventual-

ly to Southern California for ten years where she completed her BA 

at UC Irvine and MFA at Claremont Graduate University.  After 

graduate school Elana lived in Los Angeles where she had a ca-

reer as a professional artist and teacher for years before moving 

back in Napa in May 2015.  Elana is partial owner of Prime Solum 

and is spends most of her time on Brokenrock Vineyard, where she 

grew up, managing the property with her father Bill.   

  

 


