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Prime Solum: 
 

Solum is a term from soil science which refers to the state of the evolution of soil at which it is 
best for plant growth.  PRIME SOLUM means an optimal place for growing, in this case, the 
eastern hills of Napa Valley, and world-class Cabernet Sauvignon! 
 

Vineyard Notes: 
 

 

100% Brokenrock Vineyard,  Clones 5, 337 Cabernet Sauvignon, VSP trellis -- 2,312 vines/
acre.  
 

Vinification and Aging:  
 

Clusters gravity fed to de-stemmer.  Whole berries hand and electronically-sorted and gravity-
fed into small (1-3 ton), closed-top fermenters.  No whole clusters.  Cold-soaked for 2 days, 
followed by a hot fermentation.  Cap managed by a combination of punch-downs and gentle 
pump-overs depending on the stage of fermentation. Tanks drained and pressed 18 days after 
dryness and barreled immediately.  Malo-lactic fermentation in barrels.  33 months in French-
oak barrels -- blend of 40% new, 1- and 2-years.   
 
 

Winemaker Notes: 
 

Dark, intense aromas – deep, dark berry, hints of cedar and cassis suggest a serious wine 

experience to come.  Rich and savory layers of flavor combined with an elegant, racy back-
bone to create one of the most elegant Prime Solum’s to date. The brilliant combination of dark 
fruit and elegance is on display all the way through the 40 second + finish... 

 

92-95 Pts Robert Parker 

2012 
Prime Solum 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Brokenrock Vyd. 

250 Cases Produced 

2009 — 92 points 
2010 — 95 points 
2011 — 89 points 
2012 — 92-95 points 
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About Bill Hill: 
 

Bill Hill has over 30 years of experience as a vine-
yard architect and creator of the top vineyards in 
Napa Valley (e.g. - Diamond Mountain Ranch, Mt. 
Veeder Estates and Brokenrock, just to name a 
few).  Prime Solum is his vision:  Terroir driven, 
single vineyard ’Grand Cru’ wines that develop the 
standard of what Napa Cabernet can aspire to be. 
 

 

Brokenrock Vineyard: 
 
 

Named for its remarkably rocky soil, Brokenrock is 
Bill Hill’s 92-acre home ranch (≈44 planted).  
Perched on a steep, western facing slope, the act 
of establishing this vineyard was a daunting, but, in 
the end, ultimately rewarding task.  The hillside 
location, blessed with high drainage and low fertili-
ty soil, consistently produces wines of unusual in-
tensity and concentration.   
 
Brokenrock is located on the Eastern ridge of Na-
pa Valley at the foot of Atlas Peak, near Soda 
Canyon.  Bill developed it in a true state-of-the-art 
fashion:  it includes high-density planting (over 
2000 vines per acre), with the best clones grafted 
onto low-vigor root stock, all at north-west to south-
east row orientation.  The resulting wines exhibit 
intense color extraction ranging from deep garnet 
to purple-black, with rich ripe berry flavors and 
concentrated aromatics. 

Brokenrock Vineyard 

 

Clients and Friends who  
source grapes from Brokenrock... 92-95 pts 

 

The 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Prime Solum dis-
plays blueberry liqueur, black raspberries, graphite, 
camphor and licorice, offered in a stunningly noble, 
pure style.  Full-bodied and ripe with impressively 
integrated acidity, tannin, wood and alcohol, this 
knock-out 2012 should turnout to be a...mid-ninety 
point wine. 
- Robert M. Parker, Jr. (October, 2014) 


